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COP 21: Diplomatic milestone or half measure?
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Year 2015 ended with scenes of congratulatory jubilation in Paris. The world had for once
come together to deliver what is now referred to as the Paris Agreement at the end of the
21% United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference of
Parties (or COP 21). Hailed as the first truly universal and unanimous agreement on climate,
it was celebrated as progress in humanity’s collective fight against climate change. But what
did the 197 countries agree on? What should we make of it? And does it go far enough?

Without a doubt stakes in Paris were high; a lot of attention was on whether the world would
finally come to a unanimous agreement after many failures in the past, the most notable
being in Copenhagen in 2009. There was no guarantee that Paris would be any different.
However after multiple revisions and iterations to the core text of the agreement, every
single delegation was finally able to find it acceptable.

Finally an agreement

Hailed as “historic, durable and ambitious” the Paris Agreement saw all parties (both
developed and developing countries) agree to limit their collective emissions such that the
effects of global warming would not exceed 2 degree Celsius, with a further aspiration to try
and keep it within 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels. Similarly, financing of US$100
billion per year (starting in 2020) is to be provided to poorer countries (by the developed
world) to help them cut their emissions and cope with the impacts of extreme weather. There
would also be provisions for countries already affected by extreme weather to gain urgent
aid. Both these finance mechanisms are to be separate from existing and other forms of
non-climate related foreign aid.

There were a few other notable achievements at COP21. As per the agreement beginning
2020, all countries will be required to regularly report their emissions and progress in
nationally determined contributions (NDCs) towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Likewise countries will have to reaffirm their NDCs every five years and “represent a
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progression” from previous commitments. Lastly, it was agreed to take steps towards
establishing and promoting carbon trading.

Not far enough

Despite the achievement made in Paris, there are some major concerns. The first and most
notable of issues is that the agreement is not technically binding; in other words there is no
legal mechanism to ensure that countries adhere to the commitments made. This is both in
terms of promised reductions in emissions as well as the annual $100 billion climate funding
pledged. Secondly, the sum of all existing NDCs is expected to lead to warming of between
2.7 and 3 degrees Celsius, which is above the 2 degree threshold that scientists predict is
the point beyond which catastrophic climate impacts will become irreversible.

Many groups, especially in more vulnerable countries, believe that the agreement does not
go far enough. From the streets of Paris to the Philippines, hundreds of civil society groups,
environmental NGOs and ordinary citizens participated in protests and demonstrations
highlighting the weakness of an agreement that should have been much bolder and legally
enforceable if we are to seriously check the impact of climate change. Many also worry that
the promised money, should it materialise, would not be nearly enough to protect the
vulnerable populations of poorer countries from climate related disasters like flooding,
drought, heatwaves and sea-level rises. The fact that it is non-legally binding also means
there are no guarantees that future governments do not renege on the commitments made
in the agreement.

The legacy of Paris

Overall, the Paris Agreement produced at COP 21 was a major political and diplomatic
success which the negotiators, and hosts France, should be proud of. From an
environmental standpoint however the Paris Agreement is probably far from something
worthy of the self-congratulatory praises and jubilations witnessed. Nonetheless COP 21 will
go down in history as the first time the world at least agreed to acknowledge and show some
resolve on the issue of climate change. And maybe just that in itself is a small victory for
humanity.
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Events & Announcements

o Europe in the World: Promoting Peace and Security, 26 January 2016, Overseas
Development Institute, London, United Kingdom.

e The 2nd Inclusive Business (IB) Forum for Asia, 15-19 February 2016, Asian
Development Bank Headquarters, Manila, Philippines.

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME

News & Commentaries

e Brent Cane, Cambodia-Thailand cooperation on transnational crime has ‘long way to
go’, The Phnom Penh Post, 25 December 2015

¢ Cameron Stewart, People-smugglers’ trade fails to rise after Malcolm Turnbull coup,
The Australian, 5 January 2016.

e Eric Auchar and Jim Finkle, Ukraine utility cyber attack wider than reported — experts,
Channel News Asia Online, 5 January 2016.

e Adam Segal, The Top Five Cyber Policy Development of 2015: United States-China
Cyber Agreement, Council on Foreign Relations, 4 January 2016.

e Steven Lee Myers and Nicholas Kulish, ‘Broken System’ Allows ISIS to profit from
looted antiquities, CNBC, 9 January 2016.

e loan Grillo, How the Mexican Drug Trade First Began, Time Magazine, 8 January
2016.

Selected Publications

e Antipode, January 2016, Jonathan Mendel and Kiril Sharapov, Human Trafficking
and Online Networks: Policy, Analysis and Ignorance.

e Journal of Corporate Accounting and Finance, January 2016, G. Stevenson Smith,
Evaluating Materiality in Cybercrime Footnotes.

Events

¢ ICCCFSIM 2016: 18th International Conference on Cyber Crime, Forensic Sciences
and Information Management, 18-19 January, London, United Kingdom.
o Child Trafficking: An Issue Every Country Faces, 24 January, San Diego, USA.

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND DISASTER RELIEF

News and Commentaries

o Joseph Yeh, Ma proposes weapons for disaster relief, The China Post, 12 January
2016.
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Malaysian NGOs to despatch winter humanitarian aid to Syria, Malay Mail Online, 8
January 2016.

Louis Belanger, Building bridges: Humanitarian civil-military coordination, The
Huffington Post, 4 January 2016.

El Nifio and war drive aid agencies to the brink, Eco-Business, 4 January 2016.
Editorial: Disaster relief, The Himalayan Times, 30 December 2015.

World Humanitarian Summit at risk of neglecting marginalized groups, Oxfam, 23
December 2015.

UN's rapid response humanitarian fund marks 10th anniversary with plans to
upgrade, UN News Centre, 17 December 2015.

Selected Publications

Center for Excellence in Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance, 2016,
Malaysia Disaster Management Reference Handbook 2016. Honolulu: Center for
Excellence in Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance.

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 2015, World
Disasters Report 2015. Geneva: International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies.

Events and Announcements

International Disaster Conference and Expo, 1-3 March 2016, New Orleans, The
United States.

6th International Disaster and Risk Conference, 28 August-1 September 2016,
Davos, Switzerland.

WATER SECURITY

News & Commentaries

UN condemns air strike that cut water supplies to Syria’s Aleppo, The Independent,
28 December 2015.

Deadly, rare winter flood slams Missouri, CBS, 29 December 2015.

Sudan, Egypt and Ethiopia reach agreement on Renaissance Dam, Sudan Tribune,
30 December 2015.

Naser Al Wasmi, Answer to UAE’s water security crisis could lie in Pakistan, says
head of Geowash, The National, 2 January 2016.

Anthony Dipaola, Abu Dhabi raises water tariff by 6.6% for non-nationals, Bloomberg,
3 January 2016.

Lazaro Gamio, Laris Karklis and Bonnie Berkowitz, Tracking the massive floods
affecting the Midwest, The Washington Post, 4 January 2016.

Keith Schneider, 2015 biggest trends: Water scarcity rises to top global concern,
Circle of Blue, 6 January 2016.
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¢ Michael R. Gordon, Neglect may do what ISIS didn’t: Breach Iragi dam, New York
Times, 10 January 2016.

Selected Publications

o Asit K. Biswas and Cecilia Tortajada, 2016, “Water security, climate change and
sustainable development: An introduction”, Water Resources Development and
Management, Springer, Singapore.

e Ji Chen et al, 2016, “Population, water, food, energy and dams”, Renewable and
Sustainable Energy Reviews, No. 56, pp. 18-28.

Events & Announcements

e Flood & Coast 2016: Risk, Resilience & Response in Changing Climate, 23-25
February, Telford, Shropshire, UK.
o 2016 Water Policy Conference, 20-23 March, Washington DC, USA.


http://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/11/world/middleeast/neglect-may-do-what-isis-didnt-breach-iraqi-dam.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/11/world/middleeast/neglect-may-do-what-isis-didnt-breach-iraqi-dam.html?_r=0
http://thirdworldcentre.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Water-security-climate-change-an-introduction.pdf
http://thirdworldcentre.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Water-security-climate-change-an-introduction.pdf
http://thirdworldcentre.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Water-security-climate-change-an-introduction.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ji_Chen21/publication/284230352_Population_Water_Food_Energy_and_Dams/links/56668a3708ae192bbf9284fe.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ji_Chen21/publication/284230352_Population_Water_Food_Energy_and_Dams/links/56668a3708ae192bbf9284fe.pdf
http://www.floodandcoast.com/cglance.php
http://www.floodandcoast.com/cglance.php
http://www.amwa.net/event/2016-water-policy-conference

