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The year 2015 has been notable for bringing to the public eye, situations involving the movements of
people. In April and May of this year, news emerged of thousands of Rohingya and Bangladeshis stranded
at sea. They faced an extremely precarious situation with dwindling supplies and resources on the one
hand, and an uncertain future on the other. One of the main reasons that prompted them to undertake this
risky journey was internal displacement within their own home countries. While representatives from
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand and Myanmar met in May earlier this year to discuss the issue, not nearly
enough has been done towards ensuring their human security. Thus, it is important to increase
understanding about Internally Displaced Persons (or IDPs), one of the most vulnerable and insecure
groups in Southeast Asia. According to the Centre for Research on Globalisation, 95 percent of the total
855,000 displaced people in the region are in Myanmar, the Philippines and Indonesia.

Rights for Internally Displaced Persons in ASEAN

The Regional Cooperation Framework, endorsed by the Bali Process is an initiative through which the
rights and interests of IDPs can be promoted. At the ASEAN level, the ASEAN Charter's preamble
enshrines the protection of human rights, and the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights
(AIHCR) was set up in 2009. This was shortly followed by the establishment of the ASEAN Commission for
the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC), which was established in
2010. Most recently, the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration was adopted in 2012, which affirms in Article 5,
the human rights of vulnerable groups.

At the national level, the Philippines has taken a commendable step by introducing an “Act Protecting the
Rights of the Internally Displaced” in 2013. Apart from regional and national instruments, other actors such
as International Organisations (I0s) including the UNHCR, Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and
Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) offer assistance and protection where access is granted to IDPs in
Southeast Asia. The 1998 UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement define and outline the rights of
IDPs. The UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (the UNOCHA) has been working in
Mindanao province in the Philippines, and has highlighted the necessity for further assistance to IDPs.

Still quite away to go

IDPs experience varied and severe forms of human insecurity. In Myanmar, the UN Refugee Agency
(UNHCR) states that in Myanmar’s Rakhine state there are an estimated 140,000 internally displaced
persons in 2015. The displacement was a result of situations of violence, disproportionately directed
towards the Rohingya minority in 2012. The Philippines has also witnessed internal displacement due to
both conflict between state and non-state actors in Mindanao, as well as extreme weather events affecting
an estimated 119,000 people in May 2015.



The internally displaced face a unique situation that makes them especially vulnerable. As they are
displaced within the territorial borders of their states, they fall outside many international conventions on the
movements of people. Concerns over national sovereignty can sometimes cause friction with other actors
in providing assistance and protection. This can raise obstacles when it comes to cooperation between
different ASEAN member states. Keeping these concerns in mind, it is critical that national governments
and agencies improve their responses to the needs of IDPs. These responses can be improved through
introducing legal mechanisms and monitoring and enforcement bodies.

The Way Forward

With World Humanitarian Day on the 19th of August in sight, it is time to reflect on the status and situation
of Internally Displaced Persons in Southeast Asia. In a recent meeting of the AIHCR in June, the need to
acknowledge that human rights were spread across all the three pillars of ASEAN was discussed.
Mainstreaming human rights was emphasised as another important step for the ASEAN Community Post-
2015 vision. This is a positive step towards moving the concept of human rights away from a remote plane
and weaving it through the fabric of ASEAN. Towards this end, opportunities for cooperation on the
humanitarian front can also be explored within smaller, sub-regional groupings involving countries that are
directly or indirectly affected by these issues.

It is evident from the examples cited above that sustained attention and funding towards IDPs is essential
for ensuring their human security on various levels. There should be greater emphasis on long-term
recovery and the different pathways that are required to achieve it.

Recommended Readings

e Jiyoung Song and Alistair D. B. Cook, 2015, eds., Irregular Migration and Human Security in East
Asia, London: Routledge.

o RSIS Centre for Non-Traditional Security (NTS) Studies, 2013 ‘Managing cross-border movements
of people in Southeast Asia: Promoting capacity and response for irregular migration’, NTS Issues
Brief no. 1S13-02, Singapore: RSIS Centre for NTS Studies.

e Frederik Kok, 2015, ‘Philippines: Why housing rights must be prioritised to end displacement of
Zamboanga’s urban poor’, Internal Displacement and Monitoring Centre (IDMC).

o Phoebe de Padua, 2013, Internal Displacement in Southeast Asia, Center for Strategic and
International Studies.

e Summary: Internal Displacement in South and Southeast Asia, 2013, Internal Displacement
Monitoring Centre (IDMC).

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY

News & Commentaries

o Prashanth Parameswaran, The Real Importance of Japan’s New Strategy for the Mekong, The
Diplomat, 7 July 2015.

o E-Waste Problem not going away, Environmental News Network, 9 July 2015.

e Air Travel and Climate: A Potential New Feedback?, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, 13 July
2015.

o Alex Morales, Global Warming Deal Takes Shape as UN Envoys Shuffle Options, Bloomberg, 25
July 2015.

e Sumalee Suwannakorn and Pornpan Srikapa, Mekong meet helps states prepare for AEC, The
Nation, 27 July 2015.

e Carol Pagaduan-Araullo, Foreign mining companies vs global social movements, Business World
Online, 2 August 2015.

¢ Climate change: Obama unveils Clean Power Plan, BBC News, 3 August 2015.
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¢ Jody Freeman & Richard Lazarus, The biggest risk to Obama’s climate plan may be politics, not the
courts, The Guardian, 5 August 2015.

Selected Publications

o David King et al. 2015. Climate Change: A risk assessment. Policy Brief. University of Cambridge,
Centre for Science and Policy. United Kingdom.

o Robert Falkner. 2015. A minilateral solution for global climate change? On bargaining efficiency,
club benefits and international legitimacy, Working Paper 197, The London School of Economics
and Political Science, Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment,
United Kingdom

Events & Announcements

e Sixth Regional 3R Forum in Asia and the Pacific. 16 — 19 August 2015, Male Maldives
e World Symposium on Climate Change Adaptation. 2 — 4 September 2015, Manchester, England,
United Kingdom

ENERGY SECURITY

News & Commentaries

Renewables the best way to solve Asia’s energy dilemma, ADB, 1 June 2015.

¢ Need a weatherman, The Economist, 1 August 2015.
Bloomberg, New nuclear power seen as big winner in Obama’s power plan, The Straits Times, 4
August 2015.

e Puffs of hope, The Economist, 1 August 2015.

e Neo Chai Chin, Move to nuclear needed if Singapore wants to cut emissions: Panellist, Channel
NewsAsia, 4 July 2015.

e Mike Scott, Asia takes leadership on renewables, but only out of necessity, The Guardian, 4 August
2015.

Selected Publications

e Daojiong Zha, 2015, Energy security in China-European Union relations: Framing further efforts of
collaboration, Contemporary Politics, Vol. 21, No. 3, pp. 308-322.

¢ Jong-Han Yoon and Kwang-ho Sim, 2015, Why is South Korea’'s renewable energy policy failing? A
gualitative evaluation, Energy Policy, Vol. 86, pp. 369—-379.

Events & Announcements

e 2015 International Conference on Power and Renewable Energy, 15-16 September 2015,
Singapore.

e International New York Times, Energy for Tomorrow Conference, 8-9 December 2015, Paris,
France.
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FOOD SECURITY

News & Commentaries

e Haeryun Kang, A drought (and doubts) in North Korea, UN Dispatch, 22 July 2015.

¢ Doyle Rice, On four continents, historic droughts wreak havoc, USA Today, 26 July 2015.

o Abdul Malek, Nepal's farmers struggle to overcome terrible legacy of earthquakes, The Guardian, 24
July 2015.

e West Africa: Worries over Avian Flu outbreaks in West Africa FAO calls for $20 million to prevent
spread across region of 330 million, AllAfrica, 24 July 2015.

¢ Sandra Maksimovic-Sara, Agro-terrorism: A new name for an old fear, Outbreak News Today, 26 July
2015.

e Suherdjoko and Jon Afrizal, Drought threatens RI food security target, The Jakarta Post, 30 July 2015.

¢ India, China to highlight food security issues at WTO meet, NDTV, 30 July 2015.

e AP, Here are the 17 new UN development goals for 2030, The Economic Times, 4 August 2015.

e Chamwe Kaira, Namibia: White maize deficit seen at 107 100 tonnes, AllAfrica, 3 August 2015.

Selected Publications

o OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2015-2024, 2015, Organization for Economic Co-Operation and
Development and Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.

e Gerhard Schiefer and Jivka Deiters (2015), Moving towards sustainability in food chains: Dealing with
costs and benefits, International Journal On Food System Dynamics, Vol 6, No 1 (2015), pp.50-61.

Events & Announcements

e Agricultural Research for Development Conference, 23-24 September 2015, Uppsala, Sweden.
o Africa Food Security Conference, 22-23 September 2015, Nairobi, Kenya.

HEALTH SECURITY

News & Commentaries

e Vietnam recalls 2,200 paraben-containing cosmetic products over health fears, Tuoi Tre News, 1
August 2015.

e Jack Kim, South Korea replaces health minister criticised over MERS outbreak, Channel News Asia
Online, 4 August 2015.

¢ Potential dengue vaccine protects those aged 9 and above: Study, Asia One, 4 August 2015.

¢ RI to set up quarantine islands, The Jakarta Post, 4 August 2015.

e Sherri Fink, Ebola cases fall sharply, WHO reports, The New York Times, 5 August 2015.

e Rebecca Moss and Sen David, Mixed outcomes in HIV fight, The Phnom Penh Post, 5 August
2015.

e Matthew Pennington, Myanmar factions find common cause in fighting malaria, Yahoo! News, 5
August 2015.

Selected Publications

¢ Investing to overcome the impact of neglected tropical diseases: Third WHO report on neglected
tropical diseases, World Health Organisation, Geneva, Switzerland.
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e Peter J. Hotez, 2015, Neglected tropical diseases in the Ebola-affected countries of West Africa,
PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases, Vol. 9, Issue 6.

Events & Announcements

e Global Forum on Research and Innovation for Health 2015, 24— 27 August, 2015, Manila,
Philippines.

¢ 9th European Congress on Tropical Medicine and International Health, 6 — 10 September, 2015,
Basel, Switzerland.

PEACE, HUMAN SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT

News & Commentaries

o Edward P. Joseph, Are the lessons of Srebrenica being forgotten?, Al-Jazeera, 10 July 2015.

¢ UN rights office renews concern after Cambodian Senate adopts law with ‘chilling effect’ on civil
society, UN News Centre, 24 July 2015.

¢ Nyein Nyein, Ethnic leaders renew push for all-inclusive ceasefire ahead of early August talks, The
Irrawaddy, 30 July 2015.

e Calla Wahlquist, Manus Island: Rejected asylum seekers to be deported by Papua New Guinea,
The Guardian, 2 August 2015.

e Chris Buckley and Ellen Barry, Rohingya women flee violence only to be sold into marriage, The
New York Times, 2 August 2015.

e Ban hails UN Member States’ agreement on ‘people’s agenda’, to end poverty, promote
sustainability, UN News Centre, 2 August 2015.

¢ Retno LP Marsudi, Strengthening support for UN peacekeeping, The Jakarta Post, 4 August 2015.

Selected Publications

o Alex J. Bellamy, 2015, ‘A chronic protection problem: the DPRK and the responsibility to protect’,
International Affairs, Vol.91, No.2, pp.225-244.

e Jiyoung Song and Alistair D.B. Cook (eds.), 2015, Irregular migration and human security in East
Asia, Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge.

Events & Announcements

e 3 ASEAN Peacekeeping Centres Network Meeting, 2-4 September 2015, Cambodia.

o ‘Pathways towards Just Peace’: Reinventing security, justice and democracy in Asia-Pacific, 9-11
October 2015, Kathmandu, Nepal.

e Strengthening State Resilience for the Prevention of Mass Atrocity, 12 October 2015, St Lucia,
Australia.

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME

News & Commentaries

o Melissa Goh, ASEAN ministers to discuss transnational crime, Channel News Asia, 1 July 2015
¢ Ruma Paul and Frank Jack Daniel, Cocaine smugglers turn to South Asia for new routes, markets,
Reuters, 13 July 2015


http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0003671
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0003671
http://www.forum2015.org/
http://www.forum2015.org/
http://www.ectmihbasel2015.ch/ectmih2015/home.html
http://www.ectmihbasel2015.ch/ectmih2015/home.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/11/opinion/are-the-lessons-of-srebrenica-being-forgotten.html?_r=0
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51492#.Vclif70s0GY.link
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51492#.Vclif70s0GY.link
http://www.irrawaddy.org/burma/ethnic-leaders-renew-push-for-all-inclusive-ceasefire-ahead-of-early-august-talks.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/burma/ethnic-leaders-renew-push-for-all-inclusive-ceasefire-ahead-of-early-august-talks.html
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/aug/02/manus-island-rejected-asylum-seekers-to-be-deported-by-papua-new-guinea
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/aug/02/manus-island-rejected-asylum-seekers-to-be-deported-by-papua-new-guinea
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/03/world/asia/rohingya-women-flee-violence-only-to-be-sold-into-marriage.html?ref=asia
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/03/world/asia/rohingya-women-flee-violence-only-to-be-sold-into-marriage.html?ref=asia
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51546#.VcCbUdyqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51546#.VcCbUdyqqko
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2015/08/04/strengthening-support-un-peacekeeping.html
http://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/INTA91_2_02_Bellamy.pdf
http://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/INTA91_2_02_Bellamy.pdf
http://aseanregionalforum.asean.org/events.html?id=629
http://appra.net/appra-conference-2015/
http://appra.net/appra-conference-2015/
http://www.r2pasiapacific.org/events-2015
http://www.r2pasiapacific.org/events-2015
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/asean-ministers-to/1952462.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/asean-ministers-to/1952462.html
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/520990/news/world/cocaine-smugglers-turn-to-south-asia-for-new-routes-markets
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/520990/news/world/cocaine-smugglers-turn-to-south-asia-for-new-routes-markets

o Elise Keppler, For World’'s Worst Crimes, Justice Really Matters, Huffington Post, 16 July 2015

e Iraqg: Set Aside Verdict in Massacre of Cadets, Human Rights Watch, 16 July 2015

e Samer Muscati, "They Burned it All” - Destruction of Villages, Killings, and Sexual Violence in Unity
State South Sudan, Human Rights Watch, 21 July 2015

e Scott Pursner, Turtles, pangolins seized in massive smuggling bust in Taiwan, Want China Times,
24 July 2015

e Love notes from international drug cartels, Radio New Zealand News, 27 July 2015

e Owen Davis, Trans-Pacific Partnership: TPP Trade Deal Hits Stumbling Blocks In The Final Lap Of
Negotiations, International Business Times, 28 July 2015

e Hilary Whiteman, Who's fighting human trafficking? U.S. releases rankings, CNN, 28 July 2015

Selected Publications

e Erin Denton, 2015, Global human trafficking: critical issues and contexts, Global Crime, Vol. 16, No.
3, pp. 261-262

o The Global Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime, 2015, Libya: Criminal economies and
terrorist financing in the trans-Sahara

Events & Announcements

e Call for papers: “llegal Markets in Cyberspace” , Global Crime Special Issue, deadline: 1
September 2015
¢ IBA Regional Transnational Crime Conference, 3-4 September 2015, Lagos, Nigeria

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND DISASTER RESPONSE

News & Commentaries

¢ Kok Xing Hui, S Rajaratham school to research humanitarian aid and disaster relief, The Straits
Times, 21 July 2015.

¢ Niall McCarthy, Global humanitarian assistance: Who are the biggest contributors? [infographic],
Forbes, 21 July 2015.

o New research programme to improve humanitarian efforts, Channel News Asia, 22 July 2015.

e Savitri Taylor, Australia and the Southeast Asia refugee crisis: A look at Canberra’s role- or lack
thereof, The Diplomat, 31 July 2015.

e Aya Lowe, ASEAN set to lead disaster management aid for members, Channel News Asia, 1
August 2015.

¢ Myanmar asks for international aid to handle floods, BBC News, 4 August 2015.

¢ Myanmar admits ‘weak' flood response as disaster spreads, Channel News Asia, 4 August 2015.

Selected Publications

o Development Initiatives, 2015, Global humanitarian assistance report 2015, Bristol.
e U.N. OCHA, 2015, Myanmar: Floods emergency, Situation report No. 1, Yangon.

Events & Announcements

e RSIS Celebrates World Humanitarian Day: Voices From The Field, 19 August 2015, Singapore.
e International Conference: A Quest for Humanitarian Effectiveness, 14-16 September 2015,
Machester, United Kingdom.
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