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2015 marks the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Conference on Women, held in Beijing in
September 1995. While the world takes stock of how far we have come in terms of acknowledging women'’s
rights as human rights, and there have been many achievements in this, there still remain considerable
gaps. 20 years ago the Beijing platform for action focused on 12 crucial areas where more work needed to
be done including addressing inequalities in education, health, in employment opportunities, and in the
sharing of political power and decision-making.

Women of ASEAN

In Southeast Asia, much has been done to promote and protect and rights of women through various
mechanisms and institutions, not in the least by ASEAN itself. In addition to all 10 member states ratifying
the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of
the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) has become a platform to engage in dialogue with civil society
partners on issues and challenges of great concern in the region — violence against both women and
children. In addition, the Southeast Asian Women’s Caucus on ASEAN, a network of organisations,
engages ASEAN to advance the rights of women in the region as a means of ensuring their fundamental
human rights. Membership covers all 10 member states and includes East Timor.

Through the implementation of new laws and policies and by revamping older ones, governments of the
region have taken concrete, actionable steps to protect women and children against forms of violence such
as sexual harassment, human trafficking and domestic violence. A recent survey by MasterCard on gender
equality in Asia saw Singapore placed 4th among 16 Asia-Pacific nations. Other countries in the region,
including Vietnam, Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand have also registered vast improvements from
2007 to 2015. Vietnam has even declared International Women’s Day a Public Holiday.

Still quite away to go

Despite the acknowledgement of issues of inequality, and acting upon these through legislation, policies
and programmes, ASEAN still has quite a way to go before gender-related discrimination can be abolished.
Examples include Cambodia’s very low numbers of female parliamentarians due to the lack of suitable
candidates, a fact that has its roots in low female literacy levels. The absence of effective representation
that addresses specific gender-related issues, including food, health and economic securities of women,
will have adverse effects on the country’s development. The US First Lady, Michelle Obama’s recent visit to
the country was targeted at addressing the issue of female illiteracy. For those that have found a means of
establishing financial security and freedom, misguided patriarchal values and political motives, disguised as
issues of national dignity surface, throwing a wrench in their financial stability. Indonesian President Joko
Widodo’s plans to stop sending women to work as maids will have negative effects not only on the families



of these women but on the economy as well, considering how the remittance of funds from foreign
domestic workers is quite substantial. According to an International Organisation for Migration study,
remittances from Indonesian migrant workers (of which three-quarters are women) reached USD$6.6
billion in 2008 and this figure has steadily increased over the years, according to the World Bank, to more
than USD$7 billion in 2012.

A more focused direction

The way for ASEAN countries to stay competitive and on track with their development goals is to promote
gender equity. This is especially so for equality in education. It has been proven that increased female
literacy has resulted in better maternal health, reduced malnutrition in children, and increased economic
development, especially at local levels. Perhaps in this, newly developing member states can learn from
the experiences of other member states that have provided equal opportunities in education, for example
Indonesia, the Philippines and Singapore. By promoting equal opportunities in education and encouraging
parents to send their girls to school in an early fledging state, then Prime Minister of Singapore, Lee Kuan
Yew, and his team created a skilled labour force that still stands as the backbone of the nation’s social
cohesiveness and economic strength.

The shared vision of a people-oriented and socially responsible ASEAN community cannot come to fruition
unless violations to half the region’s population are put to rights. Gender equity is not just about women and
girls. It's about us as human beings. It is about shared ideas of social justice. The empowerment of women
in a way empowers all of us. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon put it succinctly when he stated this in his
message for International Women’s Day this year “...when we unleash the power of women, we can secure
a future for all”.
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WIPO/ESCAP Regional Forum “Towards Sustainable Development: Partnerships for Innovation
and Technological Capacity Building in the Least Developed Countries of Asia and the Pacific
Region”, 28-29 April 2015, Bangkok, Thailand.

International Summer School in Forced Migration, deadline for applications: 1 May 2015, Oxford,
The United Kingdom.

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME

News & Commentaries

Thesa Vance Nuansyah, Quo vadis ASEAN’s war on transnational crime, The Jakarta Post, 20
March 2015.

Sunan J. Rustam and Rayyanul M. Sangadji, IUU fishing as transnational organised crime, The
Jakarta Post, 27 March 2015.

Dan Oakes and Sam Clark, Australian man sentenced to death in China for trying to smuggle
methamphetamine to Australia; second man awaiting trial, ABC News, 1 April 2015.

Interview with Yury Fedotov, Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, UN News
Centre, 6 April 2015.

Hezri Adnan, Growing threat of wildlife threat, New Straits Times, 7 April 2015.

Kathy Quiano and Tim Hume, Death row appeal fails: Australian 'Bali Nine' drug smugglers face
execution, CNN, 7 April 2015.

Selected Publications

US Department of State Bureau for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, 2015,
International narcotics control strategy report: Volume Il money laundering and financial crimes,
Washington D.C.

Christopher Smith, 2015, Report on human trafficking issues to the 2015 Winter Meeting of the
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, Vienna.
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Events & Announcements

e Freedom Summit 2015, 9 May 2015, San Francisco, The United States of America.
¢ Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Trafficking, 1-3 October 2015, Lincoln, Nebraska, The
United States of America.

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND DISASTER RESPONSE

News and Commentaries

o Devastation in cyclone’s wake illustrates need for targeted disaster response, Pacific leaders say at
UN conference, UN News Centre, 17 March 2015.

¢ Mark Kinver, UN report: Agriculture bears brunt of natural disaster, BBC News, 17 March 2015.

¢ Sendai: UN conference adopts new, people-centred disaster risk reduction strategy, UN News
Centre, 18 March 2015.

e Denia Djokic, Southeast Asia’s nuclear push: the need for better regional communication and
nuclear accident response capabilities, NAPSNet Policy Forum, 30 March 2015.

e Christopher Hobson, Disaster preparedness: A missed opportunity in Sendai, The Diplomat, 1 April
2015.

o Agence France Presse, State of emergency as super typhoon batters Micronesia, Yahoo News, 2
April 2015.

Selected Publications

e Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED), 2015, The human cost of natural
disasters 2015: A global perspective, Brussels.

o The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), 2015, Disaster risk reduction
private sector partnership: Post 2015 framework- private sector blueprint, Geneva.

Events and Announcements

¢ Regional Meeting on International Humanitarian Assistance Mechanisms, 5-7 May 2015,
Guatemala.

o NADI Workshop on “The Role of Military in Enhancing ASEAN HADR Cooperation in Responding to
Crisis”, 6-10 July 2015, Chiangmai, Thailand.

WATER SECURITY

News & Commentaries

Yi Whan-woo, S Korea reduces water supply to the North, The Korea Times, 16 March 2015.

¢ Time now to act on looming water crisis, UN warns, Bangkok Post, 21 March 2015.
Mohammad Abdel Raouf, Water security needs GCC water cooperation, Gulf News, 21 March
2015.

e Santosh Nepal and Arun Bhakta Shrestha, The Himalayan waters: Complex challenges and
regional solutions, Dispatch News Desk, 22 March 2015.

e Jessica Hatcher, Kenya hoping to make a splash with Africa’s first public-private water fund, The
Guardian, 22 March 2015.


http://www.2015.freedom-summit.org/
http://humantrafficking.unl.edu/
http://humantrafficking.unl.edu/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50343#.VRzsq-GSnLU
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50343#.VRzsq-GSnLU
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-31906909
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50361#.VRzsRuGSnLU
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50361#.VRzsRuGSnLU
http://nautilus.org/napsnet/napsnet-policy-forum/southeast-asias-nuclear-push-the-need-for-better-regional-communication-and-nuclear-accident-response-capabilities/
http://nautilus.org/napsnet/napsnet-policy-forum/southeast-asias-nuclear-push-the-need-for-better-regional-communication-and-nuclear-accident-response-capabilities/
http://thediplomat.com/2015/04/disaster-preparedness-a-missed-opportunity-in-sendai/
http://thediplomat.com/2015/04/disaster-preparedness-a-missed-opportunity-in-sendai/
http://news.yahoo.com/disaster-emergency-super-typhoon-churns-micronesia-004134165.html
http://news.yahoo.com/disaster-emergency-super-typhoon-churns-micronesia-004134165.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PAND_report.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PAND_report.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/files/42926_090315wcdrrpspepublicationfinalonli.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/files/42926_090315wcdrrpspepublicationfinalonli.pdf
http://www.redhum.org/en/miah
http://www.redhum.org/en/miah
http://www.rsis.edu.sg/nadi/upcoming_events.html#HADR
http://www.rsis.edu.sg/nadi/upcoming_events.html#HADR
http://www.koreatimesus.com/s-korea-reduces-water-supply-to-the-north/
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/world/503615/time-now-to-act-on-looming-water-crisis-un-warns
http://gulfnews.com/opinion/thinkers/water-security-needs-gcc-water-cooperation-1.1475858
http://gulfnews.com/opinion/thinkers/water-security-needs-gcc-water-cooperation-1.1475858
http://www.dnd.com.pk/the-himalayan-waters-complex-challenges-and-regional-solutions/89410
http://www.dnd.com.pk/the-himalayan-waters-complex-challenges-and-regional-solutions/89410
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/mar/22/world-water-day-kenya-upper-tana-nairobi-public-private-water-fund
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/mar/22/world-water-day-kenya-upper-tana-nairobi-public-private-water-fund

o Damming the Mekong the World’s most productive river, food security for millions under threat,
Chiangrai Times, 23 March 2015.

e Egypt Brotherhood slams ‘treacherous’ Nile dam deal, Turkish Weekly, 24 March 2015.

e Nafeez Ahmed, Global water crisis causing failed harvests, hunger, war and terrorism, Ecologist, 27
March 2015.

e Scott Moore, Water pricing, not engineering, will ease looming water shortages, The New York
Times, 31 March 2015.

e Ahmad Melhem, Palestine’s lingering water crisis, Al-Monitor, 31 March 2015.
Rob Curran, How on earth are the two of the most water-rich nations having H20 crises?, Fortune,
6 April 2015.

Selected Publications

o UN-Water, 2015, World water development report 2015: Water in a sustainable world, Paris.
¢ Ramesh A. Vaidya and Eklabya Sharma, 2014, Research insights on climate and water in the Hindu
Kush Himalayas, Kathmandu: ICIMOD.

Events & Announcements

e The 5" World Hydropower Congress, 19-21 May 2015, Beijing, China.
¢ World Water Congress XV, 25-29 May 2015, Edinburgh, Scotland.
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