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in hand.
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nately, like so much of that history, it was a segre
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of the outfielders. Ultimately the pitcher was
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The author brings a unique expertise to the
topic. A former journalist, he has been a member
of the Society for American Baseball History since
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Baseball is a game of statistics, and Plott has
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in 1919 until it’s last season barnstorming with the
Philadelphia Stars in the early 1960s.
In his introduction, the author stresses that
“this history of the team is much more about base
ball than the sociology of Jim Crow, which has
been well documented.” Instead, the book “is
about everyday baseball players, many of whom
became stars in their own time” (p. 2). Among the
long list of players are individuals such as baseball
legend Willie Mayes and country and western
singer Charley Pride, a right-hand pitcher and out
elder who played with the Barons in 1954.
At times, Plott overwhelms the reader with in
formation, too often in a rather dry journalistic
style. However, amid all the statistics, there are
some interesting tidbits, such as how Charley Pride
joined the team in 1954. According to Pride, “I was
with the Louisville Clippers, a new team in the
league, and they needed money. They sold me and
Jesse Mitchell … to the Black Barons for money to
buy the team bus” (p. 229).
Another story involved Pepper Bassett, a longtime Baron’s catcher, who was one of Willie Mays’s
early mentors. As Bassett recalled, “Willie broke in
with us when he was only 16 and I tried to help him
a lot,” adding “Makes me feel good when I notice
he’s doing so well that I have helped him a little …
Willie’s my boy” (p. 214).
There is no doubt that the book is extraordi
narily well researched, drawing from newspaper
accounts in almost thirty different states, and
probably the most comprehensive record of the
Black Barons and their significance in the Negro
League. It is a book that helps provide greater
depth to our understanding of African American
history, particular black baseball.
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