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Cl I I ID  WOK$ I N  ImALII'S C O B  iL;DUSTEY - 
STUDY OF A FI;! SZECTEI! VILLAGXS 

Coir i s  -the f i b r e  obtained from the  husk of the coconut. 

Th0'1gh India ranks only t h i r d  i n  terms of the acreage under coconut 

cu l t iva t ion ,  she comes on top  with  r e g a d  t o  the prod.~~ction of coil. 

in t h e  world. M i a  and S r i  lnnka together account f o r  almost SO$ 

of t ne  world output of coir .  But while India concentrates on re t ted 

f i b r e ,  S r i  Ianlca enjoys a v i r t u a l  monopoly i n  t h e  production of c o i r  

b r i s t l e  which . i s  e:rtracted mechanically. 

Operations i n  -t,he c o i r  indus-try fa'U in to  four  na ' o r  categories:  

1. Iletting 

2.  Defibring 

3 .  Spinning 

4. i-wnufncturing 

.. 
:e t-ti;i~i,- i n - ~ c l - ~ e s  so~I::ir,g or' green ilusks i n  slrnllow b ~ c l r i s h  

water f o r  a period of six t o  t en  nonths. The re t ted  husks are 

beaten with  wooden ~ n d l e t s  t o  e:;tl%ct the  f i b r e  ~,iilicil a f t e r  willowing 

i s  rol led i n  s l i v e r  packs f o r  purposes of sp i r i i ng  wl5ch .my be tione 

by ha?d o r  m, t he  nanle given t o  t he  s e t  of spirming .wheels used 

f o r  inalcing c o i r  yzm. It i s  t h i s  yarn which ge t s  processed, o r  

manufactured, i n t o  firiis@ed products i i k e  c o i r  mts, rugs and ca-?pets. 

In  -terms of t h e  contribution of these operatiom t o  op rent 

it i s  spimcng, hand a s  wel l  a s  wheel spinning, t i a t  ranks first, 

accountin,? f o r  @$ of t h e  t o t a l  employinent i n  t h e  c o i r  in2ustry,  followed 



by defibring 30%, ret t ing 11% and mnufactwing 11%. The total 

number of persons believed to be enployed i n  tho coir  industry in 

Kerala i s  est imted at between 4 and 5 hundred thousancl. 

In terms of sor distribution of the  persons employed in the 

coir  industry, while defibring and spinning operations a re  femle  

dominated, retting is 'a predominantly male act ivi ty.  lhnufacturing 

which too i s  largely a cottage industry ( i .e . ,  organised i n  smdll. 

units which do not have to  be registered a s  factories under the 

factory Act) employees both sexes about equally. 

The involvement of children (i .e. ,  persons below the age of 

15 ) in the coir  industry i s  believed to  be quite significant but 

it i s  in wheel spinninz t h a t  the proportion of children i s  parti- 

cularly marked, being above 20% of the t o t a l  nmber of persons 

engaged in it. 

Scope and man of the  Study 

The objective of this study i s  to  report on Lye ex-tent and 

nature of involvement of children in the coir industry. For tlLs 

purpose, it was decided to  study only those operations of the 

industry in which children were found to  be involded i n  significant 

numbers on tlie basis of actual observatior.. Such operations werc 

found to  be wheel spinning of coir and $efibering of coconut kudb. 



Choice of samnl e 

Two of t he  coastal  taluks,namely Iveyyattinkara and Chirayinj~i l ,  

known f o r  c o i r  producing a c t i v i t y  in Tlivandnun d i s t r i c t  were c l~osen '  

f o r  study. The c o a s t a l v i l l a g e s  i n  Neyyattinkara l i e  on a continuous 

s t r e t ch .  Production of c o i r  on household bas i s  i s  a major economic 

a c t i v i t y  i n  these v i l l ages .  f i v e  of these v i l l ages  fo*g a coi--tinuous 

chain, each with a co-operative society of i t s  own, were chosen f o r  t h i s  

study. These v i l l ages  a r e  Fdapr, Pachalloor , Paiia-thura , Nec'uman and 

Thinivallom. f i v e  t o  seven housdlolds were selec~ted a t  rand~oill i n  each 

of these villa;:es on the  basis of the membership l i s t s  wi th  each co-operative 

society. In t h e  same neiyhbourhood t.here i s  a m i o r  h1:sk r e t t i n ?  centre. 

Sevenv- children,  i.e., those ?:gow the  age of 15 years working in t l l i s  

cen t re  were picked up a t  random and interviewed. 

b i l e  Neyyattinkara i s  ia~own f o r  household plmduction, ChirafinLril 

i s  kiiorm :'or i t s  l-.?EST c g i r  nr-o:imi.n;- units. Foi- t h e  pi-pose o-: t l l i s  

study, one co-operative an< fou r  pr iva te  esi;ablishmeiits were cliosen. 

The.- - co-operative- c!losen i s  probably one of the  l a rges t  !$heel ,:.pk.ci:;.: 

establishments i n  the  State.  Unlike t h e  co-operatives i n  Pie~;iattkll.jra, 

which owned no r a t t  of t h e i r  own, this pa r t i cu l a r  co-opei-ative owns 

seventy ratts, one power operated willowing mclrine anrl a l a rge  opm 

yard of i t s  own t o  house i t s  opemtions. The private esfablishe:il?ts 

- 
a r e  pmpr i e t a ry  i n  t h a t  each owno. a number of r a t t s .  in choosin;: these 

establishrnents,care was k1::en t a  s e l ec t  .tbx o i  diL'fereni sizes.  

One establishment own& f i~ :e  &,two of t he  establishmerts ci;osen owned 



six r a t t s  each, and one owner ! i f t een  m. kt the choice w-I s 

a r b i t r a r y  i n  the  sense t h a t  t h e  coopelation of the owner was an 

important consideration i n  t h e  choice of these establisl-ments. 

I n  all, 267 children could thus  be interviewed. A s  f a r  a s  

possible,  not  only the  employers of t he  chi ldrer  but a lso a t  l e s s t  

one of t h e  parents were interviewed t o  v e r i f y  and supplement infor- 

mation. However, having selected the  establislments,  a l l  t h e  children 

working the re  were interviewed. 

I -e l ia ion and Caste 

Of t h e  267 working children covered by t h e  study, 43 a r e  l g h s l i m s  

and the  r e s t  Hindus. Table 1 presents t he  d i s t r i bu t ion  of t h e  workinz 

Tablo 1 : Pistr;.h;.~tion of 'Jorkinp Children by Sex, i~e l ig ion  
Caste and Iacation 

Hindus 
Eigh Dackward Castes Other 
Caste Ez!lavas/Arrqas Bachard ' I  I.bslims To+al 
Nair Castes Czstes 

: ! a i l  7 1 - 1 - 12 21 
ii ) Mq;n'.tink::1;1 - 3 2 22 - - - 54. 

Total 7 33 22 1 - 12 .-. 
(%) 

13 
5 (4,) (2s:) (1 1 - (16) iioc.) 

11. G i r l s  

i )  Chirayinkil 34 5 - 3 1 31 
ii ) i 'cj~intt inkara - C 8  15 5 - - 11R 

74 

I11 A l l  Children 
i ) Chira yinkil 41 6 - 

ii ) I?gwttinkara - 130 37 5 - - 1 7% 
Total  41 37 5 1 4.3 2t:7 
/d 
,:: (15) 3 )  - (16) (1cr )  



chi laren surveyed f o r  t h e  pu-gose of this study by the  re l ig ion  

and casze group t o  wi-dch tiley beloilg. Though Christ ians comprise 

17.26% of t h e  t o t a l  population of Trivandrum Dis t r i c t ,  evidently 

no Christ ian chi ld  was engaged in the  c o i r  industry  i n  the  v i l l a g e s  

covered by this survey. k,hslims were concentrated i n  Cki,rayinicil. I 
1Jot a s ing le  boy o r  g i r l  interviewed in Neyyattirkam. was e i t h e r  

Muslim o r  Christian. 

I h d u  boys and g i r l s  interviewed belong t o  -rarious cas te  

groups but t h e i r  d i s t r i bu t ion  among major cas te  groups shows sone 

ci is t inct  geographical pzt te in .  K 5 l e  i n  Chirayinkil 41 ou t  af 

52 ( 7 G )  Hindu children came f r o m  t he  higher caste ,  IJair, i n  Neyyattinkara 

not  one out of 172 Hindu chi ldren was drawn from any higher caste.  In 
. . 

f a c t ,  only one backward cas te ,  Jzhava, accounted i o r  a l i t t l e  over 

three-fourths of t?.c working c!iildrm inter-riewed in ljeyyattinkara 

i n  t he  c o i r  industry. The s::cond lar,<est  number 1::s d.mm fmm <moth& 

C . J .  . " ,  A .  Tj2.r i3 2. m j o r  cas te  frornwhich 1Jindufishemen 

of t i l e  S ta te  a r e  drawn. Together, -these t w o  castes  accounted f o r  952 of 

t h e  worl~ing children interviewed i n  N~ypt t in lcara .  The only scheduled 

cas te ,  untoucl-able, chi ld  f a l l i n g w i t h i n  t h e  sample was i n  Chiwyimkil 

work-ing f o r  t h e  co-operative. 

It i s  in te :es t iq  t o  coi-e t lmt while f o r  every other re1i:ion 

ancl/oi- c a s h  ,zrouping, idcii t if ied in t h e  t a b l e ,  g i r l s  o ~ ~ b w j c r  boys, 

t!le Araja boys outnumber t h e i r  g?.rls. To i l l b s t r a t e ,  wl f le  t'ler-e i s  

one E A w a  bcy t o  every th ree  Ezhava g i r l ~ ~ t h e r e  ai'e three Ara.~~a boys 

t o  a e r y  two Araya g i r l s  work iq  t n  the c o i r  i r~dus t ry  i n  Ne:yattirilcara- 



It i s  t o  be remembered however that t h e  Arayas, be- engaged 

pr inc ipa l ly  in fishing,  do c o i r  defibring and spinnirq only a s  a 

subsidiary occupation. 

.Sex and &e Distribution 

In Table 2  i s  presented t h e  dis t r ibut ion of "he working children 

interviewed by sex and type of establishment. It can be seen that, 

Table 2: Distribution of work in^ Children by Age. Sex 
and Type of Establishment 

- 5  -8 9-1 1  12-74 Total 

I Do s 
M r a . m - g  

(a  ) &rLyripurzm Cooperative - 4 11 - 15 
( b  ) &xiyapma6 Pr iv l t e  &t&lishmcnts 1  5  6 

ii ) Neyyattinkara 
( a )  ICo~ralav. :!T-T.?olr ho?.fir.: centre - 4. 7 13 
( b )  Spinning Households 8 5 

Total 8 47 75 
24 

13 
41 

( 1 1 )  ( 2 4 )  ( 6 5 )  ( 1 0 0 )  

11. Girls  

i j chirayinki.1 
(a i&ni)~pwrn~ Caopcr:: 'civo 4 10 31 45 
( b )  kniyapunm Private & b b l i s h e n t s  3 7 17 25 

ii ) Nemattinkara 
( a )  Kovalam Husk beating Centre 12 15 3 2  57 
( b )  Spinning Households 1 4  16 L,  7c 55 

Total  33 @ 111 152 
(;< ) ( 1 7 )  ( 2 5 )  ( 5 s )  (100)  

1JII.U Cllildm- Total 41 66 1 60 267 
(2 1 ( 1 5 )  ( 2 5 )  (sc: ( l o o )  

talcixg t h e  aggregate, f o r  every two boys there  a r e  f i v e  g i r l s  -aged 

ir, t h 3  co i r  operations co-~croi by &A stuf'y. Tl l is .mtio bckqcen :he &exes, 



however, i s  considerably higher  than the  r a t i o  of one -to three 

f o r  all iiale to female worl:ers er,gaged i n  tilese operations. 

Taken by tyye o,f establishment, it cannot be ovel-Xookefi that  

only with respect t o  s 7 i n n i n ~  households i s  t h e  r a t i o  of bogs t o  

g i r l s  s i zn i f i can t ly  hi:her than the  overa l l  m t i o .  T I - i s  can be 

taken t o  show t h a t  when children have t o  work away f r o m  t h e i r  ow11 

houses, t he re  i s  a g r sa t e r  tendency to send g i r l s  ra ther  'than boys. 

The d i s t r i bu t ion  of working children i s  given b;y a.:e, sex 

and type of establishment t o  see if the age of entqy ijltoworlc 

d i f f e r s  between sexes. If so, does it d i f f e r  i n  any one $7!-e of 

es -bbl i shr~ent  more than others?  It can be s e m  Ki.? t i n  ti12 a,-e 

gmuq of 5 t o  t3 years, t he re  a r e  zirls i n  a l l  t p e  of cstr.blis!~r.~e:lts 

whereas boys ape there  only in the  spinnix: housellolds. ihue whet bias 

noticed above i s  par t icu la r ly  t r u e  w:;en 2:; cones t o  sending y~azig 

children f o r  work outside tE-ie l.oii.sc. The f a c t  t h a t  in highc:.? ai:e 

groups oi' ., -to i l  and 12 t o  14. 2 i . h  s t i l l  orciaed -the naaber of boys 

working even i n  t h e  householc? ?s . tabl isher i ts ,  has sonetLli,2g t o  d.o 

probably wi~Gn t h e  sex typin!? cF c r ~ e x t i o n s  i n  this ini,xstrjr. 

Educa.tiona1 level 

Iiemla Sta-te l eads  tilo r e s t  of -ale co~?c~tr.[ ii? re@,* to tJie 

l e v e l  of l i t e racy .  A l i t t l e  cver 6 0 ;  of t he  S t a t e ' s  t o t a l  population 

was found t o  be l i t e r a t e  i i i  the 1571 Census. T correspondiq 

~ e r c e n t a g e  f o r  t h e  country a s  ; whole was only 25. In re!:ard 



schocl enrolment of ck.iildren in t h e  age group oi' 5 t o  11, Irerala 

i s  suppsed t o  have a-ttairied. c m ~ + l o t e  coverage. Unfortunately, 

t h e  p ic ture  does not lo& SO b r igh t  when it comes t o  children 

working f o r  t he  c o i r  industry  surveyed f o r  t he  purpose of 

study. 

Table 3 : Distribution of Working Children by Educational 
Status ,  Sex anc? . b e  of Establisknent 

Educational S-tatus 
School School 

I l l i t e r a t e  dropouts goers Total 

(a  ) Iivliyapuran~ Cooperative - 12 3 15 
( b )  Ihiyapumm Private  Establishn~ents 1 I+ 1 6 

ii ) Wewtt inkam. 
(a) Iiovalam I-hsk beating Centre 3 5 5 13 
(b  ) Spinning Households 7 20 14 41 

ToLhl 11 41 23 75 
( ( 2  j (15 (54.) (31) (100) 

11. Girls 
i ) r a y i n k i l  

(3  ) 1:aniyapma.m Cooperative 4 33 8 45 
( b  ) ILn iyapu~m Pr-ivate Estaklisi~ments 2 22 5 25 

i i )  Weyyattinkam 
( a )  I&valam IIusk beating Centre 12 
( b 1 S ~ i n n i n g  I-lous~Jlolds 23 

111. A l l  Children 

Total  41 
($1 (21 

Total  52 
(%) (15)  

Table 3 gives t h e  d i s t r i bu t ion  of t h e  children s w e y e d  by sex 

and educational s ta tus .  It can be seen t h a t  157; of t he  children working 

i n  t h e  c o i r  k d u s t r y  have never been t o  school. A higher ai.oportion of 

g i r l s  than boys a r e  i l l i t e r a t e ,  t he  percentages being 21% and 15.:; f o r  



g i r l s  ;nd boys respectively.  s u t  the  percentage of school drop 

outs  i s  hiqher among boys than @As. T h i s  can be taken t o  mean 

t h a t  a l a r g e r  ~ r o p o r t i o n  of working g i r l s  than boys .lo not g e t  

s en t  t o  school e t  a n  but of t he  g i r l s  whd s m r t  going t o  school . 

t h e  proportion of those who drop out wozks ou t  t o  be l e s s  than the  

proportion of s imilar  boys. 

A s l i g h t  disaggregation of t he  data by Taluk,? rev:=al.r. t h a t  

while t h e  incidence of i l l i t e r a c y  i s  d i s t i n c t l y  higher i n  N e y p t t i n k a l ~  

than Chirayinkil among both working sirls and boys, tlie posi t ion i s  

reversed i n  regard t o  drop out  ra t ios .  For both worlring g i r l s  and 

boys, t h e  incidence of dropping o11t, of scl~ool  i s  s ignif icant ly  

grea te r  i n  C h i r a y i n k i l  than Neyyattinkara. 

Disaggregation of t he  school drop outs  by the  type of est.ab!is'i- 

ments f o r  which the  boys and g i r l s  a r e  working does no' reveal m y  

s i ~ m i f i c a n t  diffe'ence whici: coi-lri be a t t r i bu t ed  t o  t l i  type cf 

e s t a b l i  skment. 

A s  can be seen from Tabls 4 giv- t h e  dis: ;r ibution of s-Lool 
. . 

drop outs  among worldng boys ax1 g i r l s ,  t h o  incidence o f  dlv9p5ng 0.2% 

occurs l a rge ly  a f t e r  3rd, f+tL 3ni 5th  years  of school education, i . e . ,  

on completion generally of 8 t h ,  5X.h and 10th years  of age. The:e 

years  account f o r  77% of the girls dropping ou t  and 62": of t he  'ooys 

dropping out. 



Table 4: Distributj-onofPmpouts bv years of Schoolin<, 
Sex an_ .."me of Eskblishr~lents 

Years of Schooling 

( a  ) lwniyapuram Cooperative 1 2 2  5 2 -  - - - 12 
( b )  IGtniyapuram Private  Establ ishients  - - 1 2 1 -  - - - 

ii ) Meyyattinkam 
4 

( a )  Ibvalam I i ~ s k b c a ~ i n g  Centre - 1 1  - 1 1  1 - - 5 
(b ) Spinning Households 1 1 2  5 L, 1 3 1 . 2C 

Total 2 4 6 1 2  8 2  L, 1 2  41 
L 4  1 ( 5 )  (10)(15) (27)  (20)  ( 5 )  (10)  (20) ( 5 )  (100) 

11. Girls  
1 ) v i n k i l  - ~~" 

(a ) Ieniyapuram Cooperative - 4 8  8 7 2  3 1 - 31 
(b)I&nippmnPrivateEs%ablishmen-ts  - 2 6 12 3 - - - - 22 

ii ) ;:ayyattinlcara 
( a )  Ilovahm Iiusk bea.ting Centre - 1 5  4 4 1  1 1 -. 17 
(b ) Spinning >buseholds - 1 3  6 3 1 3  - - - 1 C' 

:Cotal - 8 22 38 16, 6 4 2 - 8G 
(r:) ( 5 x 2 5 )  (14) 118) ( 7 )  ( )  ( 2 )  - (IOC,) 

111. A l l  Childrm To-h l  2 1 2 2 3  L2 24. 8 8 3 - 12:- 
($1 ( 1 )  ( 5 ) ( 2 2 ) ( 3 3 ) ' 1 ~ ) ( 6 )  ( 5 )  ( 2 )  - (100) 

'I 

Pare~ l t '  s Occupation 

Some in t e re s t i ng  obsarvations cazi be nrbde a l s o  cbout the  occu- 

p a t i o m ~ l  sta-bus, of t he  >nrent.s o i  r.~orking chilt.ren. For 'chis p,:upose, 

t h e  children working in c o i r  industry  have been c l a s s i f i ed  both by 

t h e i r  motlier' s and. f a the r '  s occupation. 

We f ind  t h a t  only 10;; of t'ne 267 children come f r o m  hones where 

t,he no-Lher i s  no-5 l?or!iing. Zut tallere a r e  s ign i f ican t  difftrrences i n  



this regard when ci l i ldrm a r e  d i s t r ibu ted  by loca t ion  and the type 

of e..: . - 7 . o.- .,.=, . . t. Is ;sj: :.:;$ s;;si~ from Table 5 ,  1ab31e on the one 

extreme i s  the  k y a p u r a m  Co-operative whea t h e  mothers of only 

Table 5 :  Distribution of k&j,~g Children by Mc -her's- 

Occupation and T.we of Establishments 

NeyvhtLhknra . . 
Kanyapuram Iianyapuram i'avalsm SP-~Z' 

Mother1 s occupation cooperat- Priva be Husk boating Tlou3ehold s  Total  
i v e  Z ~ t a b l i s h -  cm.tres t%) 

m a t s  

1. tktsk beaters  

2. Spinners 

3. Fibre Cleaners 

4. Ratt  Rotators 

5. Joint  Operators 

6. Others ( i .e.  working 
i n  occupations not 
connected with c o i r )  

8. Dead 

70% of t h e  chi ldren work, t he  corresponding proportion i s  1 C(1/(' 

f o r  children working i n  t h e  spinning households a i d  t'le husk be- '-;.!I;: 

centre  a t  Ko-ral~m. 

mothers a r e  themzel-res en:. q e r i  i s i  t11.2 co i r  indust,q-. &a$?, t!?r nee-n- 

t age  of such mothers i s  10C f o r  s:,inrli~g hoi~c.eholds. 

out. 
:nile f o r  ni;ld0f 10 c h l c r e i ,  t h e i r  i;?ctl,~ers were c ~ T I ? ~ ~  ii: r 1 e  - 

o r  tile other  operation in  the 2oir  in::ustry, ollly one out of wcq f o ~ r  



chi ldren has h i d h e r  f a t h e r  woAiu.? f o r  t h e  c o i r  industry. This 

can be seen from Table 6. Tiwh wonlen Tar outnumber men i n  the  

c o i r  industry,  t he re  a r e  several  jobs i n  t h i s  irduskry whidii. ai.c 

Table 6: Distribution of !.lorL:inz Children by Fatherf s 

Occupation and T.ype of Establishmmlts 

Fatherf s occupation 

1. Work rela ted t o  c o i r  4 - 30 29 63 ( 2 4 )  
2. Coolie work outside c o i r  

industry  36 11 22 15 86 ( 3 2 )  
3. Other work including f i s h i n g  3  2 12 18 65 (24; 

4. Deserters 6 8 4 5 23 ($1 
5.  Non-wo rk e r s  7 9 3 1 20 ( 7 )  
6. Dead 2 5 1 2 (4). 

To-cal 60 35 72 1 PC 36 ,  (1009 

. . e a m r l c d  f o r  nien and which c a r q r  a i:luch h i g i ~ e r  Gaily wage 332 j r . 2 3  

t lmt  women g e t  i i l  t he  industry. r,!er. work a s  rett ,ers,  t ransporters  uT 

green husks, bundlers, counters a.nd t ransporters  of ropes. 

About one-t!lirci of tile ckildren have giver? the  occupation of 

t h e i r  fa thers  a s  cool ie  work. This means t h a t  tLey a;.e e i t he r  agri-  

c u l t ~ l  labolirers o r  rioin: sonie mnual work involvling mostly heac' 

load t r a~ i spo r t a t i on  of goods o the r  t>nn  coir. While one-tenth ka-re 

f a t h e r s  who a l e  sel f -e~q~loyed aa  toddy tappers, b a  makers, petty 

shop-keepers e tc . ,  f o r  another one-tenth, t h e i r  f c  t ~ i e r s ,  tho@ 



fishermen by cas t e  and pr incipal  occupation, a r e  engaged i n  c o i r  

making a s  a secondary occupation. A l l  these categories account 

f o r  ijG% of t he  children sumeyed; Thk reraining 2m a r e  children 

wi th  f a the r s  who eit;i-.r a r e  dead o r  r e t i r e d  fmm wcrk o r  have 

deser&ed t h e i r  wives. While 7% of the  f a t h e r s  have deser ts+,  an 

equal number have f a t h e r s  who a r e  not  working. These men a r e  

reported a s  not  wel l  and hence mab le  t o  worlc and earn a l ivelihood. 

As was noted e a r l i e r ,  1% of t h e  working chil-dren have non- 

working mothers. This compmes with  t h e  f i gu re  of 7% of non- 

working fa thers .  But t he  comparison could be misleading unless 

one i s  careful. F i r s t l y ,  a l l  working children a r e  l i v i n g  with 

t h e i r  mothers. A s  it happens not  w e n  one of the  chi ldren sumeyed 

reported h i d h e r  mother a s  dmu. tXor was there  any case reported 

of t h e  mother havir-g clesertcd t&.:-.clKLd t c  be taken car<, of by.ite 

f a the r .  Only f o r  two out of t he  twenty fou r  mothers report,=+ a s  

no 1 wor?.j;-.= was 1. ,ed. - -  lt;l ~ive:: r 7;  the reason f o r  not being gainfully 

occupied. Tnus v h i l e  a l l  f a the r s  were re:?ori;ed ::a not workin,; f o r  

reasons of heal th ,  mothers were reported a s  woI;':in,- f o r  1;rgelj- 

o the r  reasons. 

EsWolishment-wise, wNie  I ?  out of 24. children wi t11  noil-working 

mothers a r e  working f o r  ?.he co-operative where wage r a t e s  a-e,as we 

note  l a t e r ,  ~ r o b a b l y  the  h id l e s t  pre-railing, 22 out of 4F children 

wi th  no s q p o r t  from f a t h e r s  i . .  , iccluding a l s o  those w i t h  f a the r s  

who a r e  dead o r  have deserted) a r e  working f o r  the  p r iva t e  enterpr ise  

establislment where wage 13tes  a r e  probably the  most exploi ta t ive .  



V I I  

Work Pattern of Childrer 

By and large,  there  a r e  tiwee r~najor operations i n  which 

young children a r e  involved. These a r e  husk beating, cleaning and 

willowing t h e  f i b r e  and ro ta t ing  t h e  rhtt's spinning wl~eel. O f  

these  three operations, t h e  beating of re t ted  husks i s  tile d i r t i e s t  

and massiest, involving a s  it does workins on soaked l~usks  which 

have been l e f t  t o  decompose iq stagnant brackish weter f o r  mor.tY~s 

on end. But compartmentalisation between jobs i s  not  complete i n  

t h a t  t he re  a r e  boys and g i r l s  who may be required t o  do more than 

one operation. 

Tk-:n t h e r e  are o ther  minoi jobs (i. e. , jobs -:iiere itim nm%er 

ern;,loyed tends t o  be mall] where cliil2:en are M e n  on as hs lpers  

. -  . 
t o  add';s. Lii2:'3 ,,LX :. -.~<.>; l.~:~>;eljr head load t ra i~spor ta t ion  of 

4 : I .  3 .  Also, there  ;'.z child-en who llelA> i n  the tuncllinz 

of c o i r  ropes. :lost of t h e ~ e  in ino~ jobs, hr~,vsver, seem t o  i:!e o::$r;~ 

t o  boys because one sees very few g i r l s  i n  tiieee jobs. 

Table 7 gives the  dis t r ibut ior l  of working chilCi?:en by i;he 

type of open t ion ,  ace a.ni sS. It can ba men t h a t  in p m t i c a l l y  

a l l  the oper8.tione c!d,drm~ ars ?.riw!:i f r ~ n :  both tile sexes, Limqgli 

i n  d X f  e ren t  pruporkions. For adul ts ,  however, klie operations ::re 

c l e a r l y  sex typ*  ir! t he  sense t h a t  you nex7r.r i3ce illm engegd. i n : l d c  

beztlng o r  spinnin?. 

i , k i l e  both -~os-s all. -1.e e~:Lplo3-ec. to ro t a t e  +,:I: scir~iling wheel, 

t:le a d d s  they s~ofu; with ai-e r;r:ost i r vaL iab lg  women. &a.in c1ea.r .g 



Table 7: Distribution af Working Children by 

W e  of Operation. Ape Pr Sex 

- - - - - - - -- - 

5-8 9-71 All Ages All - 12-14. - Type of Operation 
Eoys G i r l s  Boys G i r l s  Boys G i r l s  Eoys k r l s  Children 

1. Hwl; beating - 12 2 15 - 31 2 58 60 

2. R a t t  ro ta t ing  8 21 1 L. 17 12 5 C  3L rk$ 122 *r 

3 .  F k t t  rotating-curn-spinning 10 29 I C  2: 3 7 
4. P e t t  rotating-cum-husk beating - - 16 - - - 16 1 6 

5. Fibre co l lec t ion  - - 2 - 5 1 11 1 12 

6. Other operations - - - - 18 - 15 - 18 

6 33 18 L,i3 4.1 111 75 172 267 

Notes: ( i )  Except a t  the  husk beating centre,  ch i ldre r  seein t o  cc:iljkle 
husk beating with some other  operatiori a s  e.5. m t  t ir~+;?-bi'-g. 

(ii) Fibre col lzct ion i s  ail operation by i t s s l f  cr:;: a t  tile h1~4: 
b e a t i . 2  ocntrcs. 

( i i i )  h sginmiqg h o u s ~ b 1 0 s  ail$l%E;~shments, 1 .  r:;c 
often t o  zombine f i b r e  cleaning w i t ? :  ixtt r0tatii.g. 

ancl willowing t h e  f i b r e ,  a task of ten con;Di:i~d with ~-at_t ro &ti-;<, i s  

done by both boys mil g i r l s .  But i n  the  bea t ing  of husks o!le E:?z,: 7:il.lr 

. . 
g i r l s ,  hardly ever a boy. OnLy tvrc boys and 52. g i r l s  an? enplo:rsi. 1x1 

husk beating. I-Iowever ,while one sGea g i r l s  of a l l  ages, bo ;.:: boys, 

engaged in this operation a r e  i n  tne cge gmidp of C/ t o  11. 2i;qce t!:ie 

co l lec t ion  of f i b r e  from tlie var ious  husk bbz?ters i s  by itse1.f n i o L  

a t  the  husk b e a t i n g W d s ,  a nmber  of boys were foulla workfLw: ~ ? t .  -tl:6 

Kovalam husk beating centre. i'b 3e doin? hus!~ b . ~ - ~ t i q  s i t  c c t  ~rf12er 

t he  open sky, but  a s  close a s  possible t o  coconut. ' ~ r e s s  -to 2'25 er~..o 



shade from the sun, each with her  own tools ,  a wooden plank an!i an 

~ . . s s o r t ~ n w t  01 i,la;lets. O f  the  13 boys worl;ins i n  husk beating 

centre  while there  a r e  two boys beating the  "lusl: eleven a r e  el;g?.ged 

i n  transportin,rr the  f i b r e  t o  the various households engaged i n  the 

spinning of c o i r  f i b r e .  

It i s  in the spinning hol;seholds t t i t  there i s  consi iemble 

overlap jll the  kind. of work done by t h s  children of both tile .5exes 

The same boy o r  g i r l  my be engaged sonetime in one cperation and 

sornetime in the  other.  iIowever, a s  can be seen from the -table, wl-rile 

both boys and g i r l s  combine ratt rotating wi.th spiraing, and t h i s  

happens when they a r e  in the  ~ g e  groups of 12 t o  13, only g i r l s  between 

7 and 11 conbine ratt ro ta t ing  with hu :l- beating. 

It shod+ be added t h a t  w!lile si:i~niiq hou:~e:hol~!s ~ e t  l a rge  

quant i t ies  of clefibring done a t  the husk bo..-ting ya~--l,? some huslr 

beatkle ge t s  done right, i n  t::; :,-ax1 of the house. Usually, the li::.sI.z 

dei'ibrecl a t  iioc?e ar.e tlis 023s ailoc;.ted t o  the houseilolds from th<ir 

cooperative. Though t h e  ihniyap~mr: Co-opemtive ~m?;'ertal~ e s  t o  : 12 :.r: 

considerable quant i t ies  of re t ted  huslc defibred in it-' own yaui, 7 1 0  

ch i ld  i s  engaged by it foi' t h i s  operation. On tile oiher  :ia;~:l, %-L 

t h e  i'aniyapuram private  enterprise establishments, while no c'efibri?~; 

i:; done on t h e i r  s:>innh sFtes,  it, i s  famed out by tllen! t o  wome?l 

and chil6~-en who %~or:i i n  t h e  rei.ting yards of thest? est;blic.!lner-.l;s 

locater? near t h c  backwa-tcrs. All- t?ie f o u r  priva :;e eskablis:u,!~nts 

surveyed had no comj~laint about s ~ ~ p p l y  of r e t t d  cocon,;t k~s1c.s act;i. 

as a bottleneck t o  t h e i r  re!ylLkr operations. The lar:e?t of :;:.ex 

owned of a coconut e s t a t e .  



FIours of work 

:'he hours of work and the time s c h ~ d u l a  of' the  ohilSren s e a  

t o  vary consiclembly accoldin:5 t o  t he  typo 0;' e s : rab l i shent  :md 

whether o r  not a chi ld  i s  cornbill~l'q school goin% with worlc. 

I n  t h e  Ymvalam husk best ing centre t h e r e  a r e  two d is t i r ic t  

divisions.  There a r e  those who work full  time from 3 ifi the  ~ ~ o r n i n g  

till 4.30 in t h e  afternoon. School going boys and .iirls cone t o  

work only on Sundays, o ther  holidays and day3 they dr ip  sc!lool, except 

t h a t  some boys l i v i n g  n e r b y  come t o  t he  centre  a f t e r  sc~lool  hours t o  

he lp  i~ t h e  final col lect ion 05 f i b r e  from t h e  hu-lc beaters  arid t,hereby 

make a l i t t l e  money. 

For t h e  sqinning bousehclds around Kovalam a lso  the d i ~ t i r ~ c t i o n  

I , 0 u -c t o  sc2ac.l. those r.rlio do not i s  useful.  Cllildren 

who go t o  school have t o  do t h e i r  stk in t.Ae ea r ly  hours of t h e  day. 

They ge t  up alonx with t'ie adu l t s  a t  4 a.m. and work till R a.m. Then 

they  g e t  ready f o r  school. T h y  out in ariot,iler two h o ~ r s  of work a f t e r  

they  come back from school. 

Actually, t h i s  ge t ,5ng  up before the crack of dam- has l i t t l e  to 

do with -the children h3vin, t o  go t o  schocl. A l:ouselmld., which uses 

ve ry  l a rge ly  i t s  own family l abow,  113s t o  a l l o c a t e  i t s  t h e  in suck 

a way t h a t  they make m i n u n  use of the day l i g h t .  The household. 

undertakes spinnin: f ro3  4 a.1. t o  5 a.m. Since the houses h v e  rio 



e l e c t r i c i t y ,  they  s t a r t  work i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t he  ;iurricane 

l an t e rns  o r  open-wick k e ~ o s i l e  laj-ps. After a short  break, 

def ibr ing of husks i s  taken up and it goes on till about 3 p.r@. 

Then the  f i b r e  has t o  be cleaned, willotred with hand and got 

ready f o r  spinning the following morning. 

Children retunling fro!? school help i n  cleaning and willowing 

t h e  f i b re .  They a r e  u m l l y  f r e e  by 6 p.m. a f t e r  which they may 

bathe, say t ,heir  prayers &?d do homework f o r  school before 'akirg 

dinner. These households c a l l  it a day ra ther  e a r l y  i n  the e v e ~ i n g  

t o  be ab le  t o  s t a r t  t h e i r  day before t he  crack of dawn. 

Children on the  whole, have very l i t t l e  time o r  energy t o  do 

t h e i r  lessons a t  hone. In f a c t ,  it is  not ce r t a in  that much ge ts  

done by way of learning wen  a t  school. The t y p i c a l  school 1s.s 

100 t o  120 children of d i f f e r en t  ages all seated in one bi.7 hal l ,  

but i n  d i f f e r e n t  groups. Sucli a school se-mes, by and la rge ,  a s  s 

place t o  ge.i away from home  an^ play. 

In Cbirayinkil,  t h e  Kaniyapuram Co-operativts observes re;i:lar 

working houys, s t a r t i n g  a t  8.30 a .n. and closing st 4.30 p.71. Peop13 

take  short  brealis of a few ninutes,  durat ior~ af t-cr COU* of hours 

t o  take a s i p  of water o r  a snack which they ca-rly fmn home. Thereiore 

ord inar i ly  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  c3ildren liere t o  combine school going 

with work. But since tile schools in BBniy?.p1xam work in two sl;ifts, 

it i s  possible f o r  households with  children o:E d i f f e r en t  eges t o  mc.i.1; 

them coribine work with  school. StiU such cases of children cofi~bir~ing 

work with school a r e  veqr few. 



Also, i n  t he  four  pr iva te  enterpr ise  e s t ab l i shma t s  studied 

tilere a r e  v e q  few schocl 2:inr; children. But t h e  major reason i s  

t h a t  they have t o  work very long hours, stai-;in,$ t h e i r  day a t  7.30 a.m. 

and winding it up only a t  6 p.m. with a few shor t  breaks in  between 

which add up t o  60 minutes i n  a l l .  Both boys and g i r l s  seem t o  be 

considerably over worked. 

Other Morlrin,rr Conditions 

The other  conditions under which children work a l so  seen t o  

d i f f e r  r a the r  widely i n  t h e  f o u r  types of e s t a b l i s h e n t s .  

The husk beatinc centre  in Kovalam seeiils t o  cor:ie out .she 

worst ifi ternis of both s u r m u n ~ i n z s  a s  well  a s  fac i l i t . i es .  li~lsk 

beating i s  done on i v a s t  s t r e t c h  of sandy 'and lying between the 

sea and the  back :.raters b:rt hws? b x t e r s  a r e  concentrated on t1-ie 

. - .  
b a r  o 1 : s . 'I.'!.:.. ,.. ,;;!:cr d! +o tilz Location i s  veqy easy - 

but  once one enters  there ,  it i s  a d i f fe ren t  b~orld.  It i s  a ~,rorl$ 

of dark, damp sand and 1 !zc!fij~t.or F tulmed almost hhcl: emitting 

unpleasant smell. A l l  around, one sees momiis of pit11 which has 

col lected over years of huslc beatkig. 'Though the  place abomds i n  

coconut t r c e s  it i s  only when one i .5  ri.ght there  t h a t  one r ea l i s e s  

- 7  how l i t t l e  shade they really provide f mm the e q m t o r i a l  suz. i l~ose  

who can afford. 20 paise  once a while put  up a palm f mnd as a screen 

and work under i ts d i r e c t  shade, m t z t i n g  it every h o , ~  with t he  

change in the  d i rec t ion  of the  sun, &ery worker has t o  have he r  own 

palm f mnd. 



While a worker can thus  protect  herself  from the  sun, there  

i s  no escape f o r  t he  worker from t h e  smell, dampness and. d i r t  

of t h e  r e t t ed  husk. I-hving bcen submerged in dirby b~~clcirpl .  water 

f o r  six months o r  so, when the  husk' i s  beaten with the mallet  it 

l e t s  out  t h e  smell and throws up t h e  pi th .  Thz watery pith invar iab ly  

splashes a l l  w e r  one 's  body and face  though the  husl; i s  always 

squeezed before one starts beating it: 

Though thousands of wonen work along t h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  s t r e t c h  

p r a c t i c a l l y  no f a c i l i t i e s  whatsoever e x i s t  t o  meet even the  basic  

requirements of people in the  course of t h e i r  work. Access t o  

drinking water a d  wash room f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  jus t  non-existent. There 

a r e ,  llowever, a couple of t e a  shops within easy reach and vendors come 

round t o  s e l l  some snacl~s  a l l  Lhruugh t h e  day. 

In cor:?arison, s ~ ? i q n i n ~  households i n  Kovalan area aopear t o '  

o f f e r  somewhat b e t t e r  enviror~nent for  work. F i r s t l y ,  t h e  courtyards 

a r e  'rept neat  and clean. Secondly t h e r e  i s  always some shade yiwvized 

f o r  everyone. Thirdly, drinking water and washroo11 l n c i l i t i s s  arc- 

within easy reach. 

Since c l~ i ld rcn  work in t l ~ s e  households along with t h e i r  own 

falilily mei:~bers, t hc  atmosphere tends t o  be ve ry  r h ~ e d .  The 7rimipal 

work: w l ~ c h  ckL1dren do in tliese hcuscllolL's i s  t o  ro t a t e  t he  whecl. :?he 

whoel i s  almost invar iably kept in a s~3Y tl~atched shed t o  pro tec t  it 

f ro= tile sun. % tile ch i ld  operzting t l e  wheel. i s  a l so  protected. m e  

two women feeding tile f i b r e  - t o  the- r& have t o  walk backwarss and. 

forwards in tile opsn Zrom t h e  whecl spindle t o  the  other  spindls. 



&en tnough t h e  working hours and timings observed in t h e  housel~olds 

car) as s t a t ~ a  above, b s  qui te  51;cll~~e:flient and exhausting, the re  can 

be l i t t l e  doubt where a c"lill., o r  even a n  adu l t ,  would choose t o  work 

i f  offered t h e  choice between the  husk beating centre and an average 

household e s t a b l i s l m ~ n t  . 
Stjtill, it i s  t h e  Kaniyapuranl Co-operative which seems t o  2rovide 

a m d e l  environment f o r  work. It l ~ a s  a large yard housing some seventy 

ratts, a l l  I q ~ t  in long rows oi" tha%ched shed. Children worlting on the 

wheels a r e  f u l l y  protected f r o m  t h e  slm. The whole 3 a ~ l  i s  kept neat 

and clean. Iii one corner of the  yard, there i s  a wel l  one can go t o  

f o r  drinking water. Alsc, a fcw thatched t o i l e t s  have been b u i l t  in 

another corner. 

Unlike the  co-operative,the pr ivate  en terpr i se  establislmants in 

Faniyapuran do not  bother t o  p r w i d e  t h e  basic  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  work 

ya'ds ~ 2 n  *o~gh t h e i r  i;ork2zs 2re requircd t o  s t ay  much lcnger !lou~-s 

tnan ir, tlia co+perztive. 

For a l l  aparations in tha co i r  in dust^^, workers get ?aid on 

piece r a t e  basis.  The piecc racles, ho?"rever, d i f f e r  from area t o  area 

and a l so  f o r  tho ty2es of ti% cstak,lis:'d11ant. 

In the  iiu& beating centre  a t  Kovalai::, t h e  piece r a t e  i s  t l ~  

Sam rcganl lcss  of t l ~ o  s? innhg estdclish?cnt f o r  which one :!lay bo 

ricfibring t h e  husks. Fcr def ibr in3 100 husks ( o r  300 sections,  a s  



each coconut husk i s  dividecl i n t o  th ree  sections f o r  easy handling) 

a worker uniformly ge t s  paid six rupees (in 1972 ). Since children 

tend t o  &f ib re  a smaller number than adu l t s  t hey  make a smaller 

wage. Small children i , e . ,  those between the ages of 5 to 6 ,  can 

def ibre  only 25 sections on an average and male only Re.0.50 in a 

day. Children between the ages of 9 t o  11 tend t o  do 60 sections 

making nn.1.20 every day and children between the  ages of 12 t o  13 

seem t o  be ab l e  t o  def ibre  125 sections and earn Pz.2.50 w e r y  day. 

Ordinarily, an adul t  i s  ab l e  t o  def ibre  200 sect ions  and earn R. .4 

every day. 

Calculations ge t  a l i t t l e  more complicated f o r  headload trans- 

por t ing of cleaned f i b r e  t o  t h e  various spinning households. The 

payment i s  calculat ld  according to the  quantum of f i b r e  a s  wel l  a s  

t h e  dis tance coverei.. For a dis tance of on3 kilometre, the  ra te ,  

prevail ing current ly  i s  5 r ~ ~ p s e s  f o r  f i b r e  edracted f ror;~ 1 DO0 l ~ ~ s k s .  

Us:&---. " ,  I m y j  ?j::tl;aai C.?z 3,;;s i,:; 12 t o  14 ari- in-jolrred in t h i s  

operat.ion. They ge-t @?&at the  r a t e  of 5 m e s  f o r  trans:mi.ting 

1000 husk-fibre. N s o  palpent f o r  this work i s  received by a boy 

only whem he  has conipleted t h a t  quantum of work. Usually this type 

of t ransporta t ion has t o  he  da l e  only in t h e  afternoons a f t k r  t he  

husk beaters h a v ~  completed t h e i r  dzfibering f o r  t he  day. The boys 

undertaking t L i s  work usual ly  cornbine i t  with school going. Eut  they 

must t ranspor t  a l l  -:he f i b r e ,  tohat has been delxslrex3, t he  saine day. 

The payment f o r  d e f i b r h g  i s  made around 4 p.m. in the  evening 

every day. There i s  a leader ,  cal led kontrak, f o r  every tca:.~ of f i v e  



o r  six husk beaters. S!?e take:: charge of d i s t r ibu t ing  'the iiusks 

and d i n g  the  paymerit r'ol. d~Sib r ing .  If a chiic? i s  working by 

he r se l f ,  the  wages a r e  paid d i r ec t ly  t o  t he  chi.lrl r+ tho end of t h e  

day. However, since more than 80.; of the children work s ide by side 

with t h e i r  niothers, it i s  probably r igh t  t o  say t h a t  31yments due t o  

cluldren a r e  generally collected by t h e i r  mothers. 

The boys t ransport ing f l b r e  co l l ec t  - their  wazcs d i r e c t l y  

from t h e  spinning households every th i rd  o r  fourcr  day a f t q r  t112y 

have transported 1000-husk f ib re .  

In tlic s'jinriing households the question of da i ly  wage payment 

r e a l l y  does not  a r i s e .  The whole household works ns a team. If the 

household i s  a member of a co-operative, it ge t s  :ettzd husks f rox  

t h e  co-operative t o  be defibred and spun f o r  pa~yment. PJearly 75:; 

of t h e  spini~i-ig !louseholds i i  i v y p t t i n k a r a  area  sumcyed a r e  r;,e! :r~ers 

of co-~pelxitives, but co-opezdi-ces 2mve not been sup?lgn.: t l ~ e s e  

houseilolds wit11 re t teu  husks in adequai-,e t o  keep them 

f u l l y  occupid .  So they ima~r~ t o  go t o  pr iva te  b::i-i!:css!nw. f o r  rc t tod 

husks . 
Whether i~', i s  tl1i.l co-operatives o r  p r iva te  busb.css mei:. C ~ I '  

whom these households dofibro,  they work on the bas i s  of z fee.  

Though t h e  cooparativcs pay d i s t i n c t l y  b e t t e r  r ~ t e s ,  they a r e  

supposed t o  snforcc more se-rare s t a r d a d s  of work. Also, ?he coo~c~m.- 

t i v e s  s e t t l e  t h e i r  payrilellt s once n i.rcclc, w1ler.e a s  pr iva te  businfo sri~en 

s e t t l e  t h e  payments s t r a igh t  away. So t l iem a r e  households h ~ ! ~ c i l  

i n s p i t e  of t h e i r  membership of a cooperative work alrr~cst e x t i r e l y  f o r  

p r iva t e  busir~ess  men. 



Neither t h e  adul t s  nor t h e  children of a sp-h.ing housebld  

g e t  paid individuzlly.  Zowcvcr if there  a r e  some adu l t s  and/or 

children frcm t h e  neighbourhood working f o r  a hou--ellold, they 

have t o  be paid a t  Lhe sarre piece r a t e  a s  preva i l s  i n  t he  neiyh- 

bourhood. 

Unlike the  co-operatives studied i n  NeyyattinLara: t h e  

Kaniyapuram Co-operative has, a s  s ta ted above, organised a l l  the  

operations on a s i t e  of i t s  own where people, adu l t s  and cllildren, 

assemble t o  work. Only members of t ha  cooperative and t h e i r  ol-,ilciren 

a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  work. However, since the co-operative i s  always 

short  of husks, not all i t s  n~enbers ancl t h e i r  children ge t  employment 

with  t he  co-operative. Those who became me~rbers first ge t  p r ior i t j r  

over others.  Since out of sor.:: one tlmusanci rnemf.x-s of t he  co-operative 

only 350, comprisin: of 280 adu l t s  and seventy children,  z e t  worlc on 

t h e  co-operative 's  work ya~d on any one day, t h e  m i o r i t y  of t he  

00-operative' 3 rnmbership e~.jc:rs l i t t l e  o? i t s  benef i ts .  

Thc co-opclative pays on piece r a t e  bas i s .  A toam of two spinners 

and one wlieel ro ta tor ,  who i s  invnrialaly a ch i ld ,  i s  current ly  paid 

83.17.55 t o  proiiuce 128 ropes, wi th  a t o t a l  iength of approximately 

2560 metres. This amu?t i s  di-firled between the  team members i n  such 

a way t h a t  t h e  cM.d ro ta t ing  the  wl:~oel i s  e n t i t l e d  to one-fif th and 

t h e  balance four-f i f ths  a r e  sha-la;ed equally between the two adulks. 

Since a tcam cs!l ea s i l y  procb~ice the above q i ~ a n t i t y  i n  a day, it i s  

sa fe  t o  say that  bile an d u l k  vio!?lring f o r  t he  co-operative rakes 

I!:. 7 a day t h e  child m k e s  Eq .3.50. But the  payment i s  mde  by the  

00-operative every wee!:, nc t  eve- day. 



There a r c  quito a f mr of pr ivate  spinning es tab l i~~hmcnts  in 

Chiraj inki l  tslk. 2icy ap- utril~xl mmcs t l j j  by r e l a t i v e l y  well-to-do 

Muslims who do not I - ~ v e  t o  depend mucli on outside sources f o r  t he  

sLzpply of r e t t ed  husks 3.n 'i;?,:y mdertake:&!%tirig of h ~ l . ? s  a 3  Wd.1. 

So work opportunit ies a r o  ava i lzb le  with t l ; em p r ac t i ca l ly  throyrrh- 

out  tile year, exca;rt f o r  about six t o  e ight  weeks of v ~ r y  h e a ~ y  

rains .  Those pr iva te  r;l?innin ss-ta5lis!mielents dif/ 'er from the 

spinning households i n  Noyatti&am i n  t h a t  +,he muxhers of fllc o~c ie l s  

household do not p a r t i c i ~ a t e  i n  !~ol-li. Thsy play only a supcr-riser.;- 

em-management role.  

There i s  no unil'ormity i n  -khe piece r a t c s  b$l!ich :,rmai:!. 

among t h e  pr iva te  es tab l i sh~iea ts  tilough t h e  mcrc cau5ious ones w:.~:Jd, 
i 

when i o ~ ~ ~ ~  a?proached, claim t o  pay wages a t  ';he same r3tus  - := tile 

00-operative. Eu.?. it i s  an open secret  t:.,t tiley don! -t. On 

average, a toam of tk rce  worl?ors, two adu l t s  3nc' or-o chlld., i:: 

r e q ~ u i - ~ d  t r  t~.;r:~; 12.5 ray,;-.a c.~' +,hc fo&zl 1 c ; n ~ t h  02 3500 r!-.t,r.:s -to 

earn fii.17.55 i n  a day. This mecns t h a t  F they Lrrm k 01-Jy 2l&C1 

, ... . ?, !. i~hich metres, a s  in the  co-ope~ativo, ths>- 1 f l i . U  g e t  pair! onl:ti '?.*-' 

whal divided among the  to&! r1er::~~er'..: i.roulii :$Y.TC .k.hz cirild i,j.?..li. ~LJ?: 

each adu l t  Ls.5. pcr  day. 

Ordinarily t he  people wor;iin< <or these privet,: esA&bl.ic3~i!i?t-is 

wage i s  a2 high a s  possible. i43iI.c in -Wlc c o - o p c ? ~ t i v ~  i.rorl: s':<!p: 

over:; day s'; 4.30 i n  t h e  afternooc. Gnc: riottcos pr iva te  estc'-?.i!';~rrion:;s 

continuin: t o  work till sw, s;:i i. 3. +,ill dt.,i" 6 ;J.;:!. &:;G i 3 .,,::i6 ~ - 



a t  th: end. of the  day, usa3.li:- t o  mothers i f  t h c  chi ld  i s  acco-ied 

by tho mother o r  t o  t h e  chi ld  itself i f  he o r  she cones by herse l f .  

Sorre General Observations 

On the bas i s  of the  above study of tho open t lons  connect~d 

with t h e  c o i r  industry i n  a few vi l lages  of Kernla State ,  it would 

appear t h a t  t h e  children a r e  involved in this operation on a signi- 

f i c a n t  scale. According t o  the  1C71 census, only 1.8$ of t h e  t o t a l  

number of workers in the  State  were cllildren. However, i n  thc c o i r  

inclustry Chc proportion of children appears to be d i s t i n c t l y  higher. 

It i s  possibly i n  wheel spinning t h a t  t h e  proportion of children 

i s  thi; higbcst .  It i s  invariably a child,  usual ly  a feirale child,  who 

sits -t. ?h- 7 , - h  :?l tp Ch-: m++.  .. . . ~, The adul t s  a r e  invariably women. So 

den,-nc".nr- on wi:c.th;.r a if. two-spinaed o r  t,!lrce-spindled, the  

r a t i o  of childreg t o  adul ts  i s  c i t k r  1 t o  2 o r  f t o  3 .  Of coursc, all 
0 

spinning of c ? l -  LY no?. -13ni5 with %he help o r  tii.: i.:il;. &most a s  ,mny 

pursons, if not  more, arc beiicved t o  be engaged i n  thc h a d  s p h ~ i n g  

of co i r  a s  i n  s$hnir?g , . - with the  hclp of r a t t .  Uo a s  ,?any 

cliildren ge t  i n v o l v ~ d  in hand spinning a s  in i.rhc?-1 spinning? T h i s  i s  

a question Ywf  this shoi-t study i s  m b l c  t o  answer bccausc iil t h ~  

v i l l ages  surv;yed no hand spinninq was reported. 

Then thc rc  a r o  operations bcsidco spinning in  'chc co i r  i n d i . i s t q .  

Thcse a r e  pr inc ipa l ly  husk bmt ing ,  f i h r e  c1eani:ig and pmcossir:g of 

co i r  yarn, o r  rope. This  study shows .that i n  llusk beating and f i b r e  



cleanbg children e ro  involvid in la rgo  numbo.m but in inh& 

proportion to tho adul t s ,  and whether t h a t  proportion h s  been 

r i s i n g  o r  declining over t h e  ycars, it i s  dif;"icult, .Co say. 

What can s a f d y  bc generalized i s  that cvcn in the two 

operations,  whcel spinning and husk b e a t k g ,  whi l ; .  zirls twid t o  

outnumber boys i n  a b ig  wzy, it i s  dspocially so with respoct, t n  

IIU& heating which i s  possibly on2 of tho messiest jobs. 

Though qu i t e  a good proportior. of  children wor!ring i n  t.i~ 

c o i r  industry  combin3 work with sclmol goin<y - this i s  p a r t i c u k r l y  

so with children working f o r  t h c i r  own spir~!?ing ilousanoldo - ii: no-,Garr; . .. 

t h a t  dropping out  of school takes  place on a ra thor  ?.nr!c acalo.  

G i r l s ,  'lowover, sccms t o  s tay c-. i n  school longer t:mn boys. 

In terms of wnrking conditions too,  :lie s p i , i l . ~ ~ ~ :  h r ~ u s ~ h o l i l ~  

ho~idver moaost trioy. a r e ,  see21 t o  come out tha  best  Socauso ofi wor';.~ 

s i t c r  ~ I J Z ~ .  f m ~  t,!?? ho3;sz ;x7::r, bzsic  facil-;.ti;.- a r e  fi& d ~ a a y a  p ~ ~ v i 5 d .  

Ths work s i t e  of tho co-oparative a t  KaniF,mm;~ w3.c w t h e r  art .-xc-p+;ion 

t h a t  one does not, ggencrally  om by. M L l e  t h e  'Icu~clmlcl a l s o  ymvides 

psychological supr>ort t o  c i ~ l r i r c n  working s ide  by :s i th  tho; r 

mothers and rn la t ives  i n  f ami l i a r  anc! usw.llg wilolcso~:~ .-nr;ironm;nt, 

t h o  worlzkg hours obscmcd i n  b l i ~  spinzing households soem t o  be t h ~  

longost ,  l o n ~ ~ r  than evon tho  pr iva tc  eskbl io lments  a t  Ilaniyapura~i 

i.iliero almost 509; morc work has t o  be put i n  t o  mm tho  samo wa;:d t h a t  

t h e  co-operative in t h e  same v i l l a g i  off  ors. 
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